What are some tough questions you’ve heard or received about the Bible, especially the
Old Testament?
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There are many tough questions that we might receive from non-believers regarding the
nature of sin and God’s plan for redemption. But lying beneath the surface of these
questions are a deeper set of questions that have the potential to shake the foundation of
our faith, if we do not know how to respond to them appropriately.
[Is God not all-knowing?]
[Does he mature?]
[Does God have a Father?]
[If he is changing, can we trust anything the bible tells us about God? Can we trust
any of his promises?]
These are the kind of questions that we are sometimes faced with when we live and
operate outside of our circle of Christian friends.
Questions like these can be legitimate blockers for people, or they can be convenient
excuses to allow people to continue to live a life that is separated from God.
In either case, if we as Christians have never thought about the answers to these questions,
then we will be less equipped to be able to help them. Plus, our own faith and relationship
with God is improved. It’s ~okay to say:
• I don’t know, we’ll find out together.
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• I don’t know, but we can go ask my pastor.
But the best case scenario is that you are always ready to give reason for the hope that is
within you. – 1 Peter 3:15
I hope that this sermon will help prepare you begin to answer at least 1 of these questions
above.
You’re best testimony is your life. Don’t be discouraged if you don’t know the answer to a
tough question.
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The Old Testament is often summarized as Laws, War, Wrath.
The New Testament is often summarized as Love and Forgiveness. What changed?
Is the New Testament a New Plan?
What parts of the Old Testament are relevant to Christians today?
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Promised
• Songs of the Suffering Servant – Isaiah 42, 49, 50, and 52-53
Present
• God visited Abraham in Gen 12, Abrahamic blessing
• But interesting that the first mention of Angel of the Lord is actually from Hagar,
Abrahams concubine. – Gen 16:10
• Confirmed Promise of a Son – Abraham 18
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Priest would enter the Most Holy Place once a year to make atonement for all the sins of
Israel.
Lev 16:6 “Aaron

is to offer the bull for his own sin offering to make atonement for himself and
his household. 7 Then he is to take the two goats and present them before the LORD at the
entrance to the tent of meeting.8 He is to cast lots for the two goats—one lot for
the LORD and the other for the scapegoat.[b] 9 Aaron shall bring the goat whose lot falls to
the LORD and sacrifice it for a sin offering. 10 But the goat chosen by lot as the scapegoat
shall be presented alive before the LORD to be used for making atonement by sending it into
the wilderness as a scapegoat.
Scapegoat was then released in the desert (forsaken).
Star of Bethlehem may have been conjunction of:
• Jupiter, king planet
• Regulus, king star in the constellation Leo (Lion was the sign of Judah) – King king
Poetic things were also happening at the time of Jesus’ death.
Don’t care what it was per se, but if it was a natural astronomical event, that means that
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Christ’s birth and death was ordained at the beginning of time!
The meaning of a name was very important in bible days. The bible itself informs the reader
what the meaning of many biblical persons are, men of renown such as Adam, Cain, Seth,
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all his 12 sons. Their names tell the story of why or how
they were born.
These 72 names from Adam to Jesus tell the larger story of the gospel.
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"The God-man is appointed, a mortal man of sorrow is born! The Glory of God shall come
down and teach that His death shall bring the grieving comfort and rest.“
Jesus is called, "The Glory of God", in 2Cor. 4:6
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A lengthy acrostic has also been discovered in the genealogy from Adam to Terah, the
father of Abraham.
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Adamah, in Hebrew, means from the ground or out of the dust.
Summary:
God’s plan has always been forgiveness through a coming Messiah, and the Messiah has
always been present with God and in the OT scriptures
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The Old Testament is often summarized as Laws, War, Wrath.
The New Testament is often summarized as Love and Forgiveness. What changed?
Is the New Testament a New Plan?
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News flash: The Bible was not written to you!
• You were not alive 4000 years ago in the Middle East
• You were not a desert nomad
• You did not live among waring, polytheistic, child-sacrificing nations
• You were not an Egyptian slave for 400 years
• You were not drafted into God’s Israelite army
• You were not crushed by Assyria or exiled to Babylon
But it was written for you! Eat the meat, spit out the bones.
Normative – Be Holy as I am Holy
Informative – David committing adultery
Late Night Show that lambasted the Bible based on the story of David’s sin
Poetry should not be read as science.
History should not be read as law.
Satan and Job’s friends both speak in the bible, but their words are not Truth
Solomon and David are both excellent examples of positive speakers who had low periods
when their words should not be considered normative
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Old Testament contains 613 laws. Mishnah was an ongoing compilation of Rabbinical
writings that added thousands more laws, followed by the Pharisees.
10 Commandments are interesting because we see some of all of these within it:
• Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind. You shall
have no other Gods before me.
• Love your neighbor as yourself – Matt 22:36, Matt 7:12 – This sums up the law and the
prophets.
• Sabbath – Ceremonial?
• 10 Commandments are not just laws to be obeyed, the reveal the character of God
Moral laws - on murder, theft, honesty, adultery, etc.
Social laws - on property, inheritance, marriage and divorce,
Food laws - on what is clean and unclean, on cooking and storing food.
Purity laws - on menstruation, seminal emissions, skin disease and mildew, etc.
Lev 17:11 For

the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make
atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.
Something [worthy] must be given up to atone for something that is guilty. –
Substitutionary atonement
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Much of this law is irrelevant for our context, and in light of Christ’s perfect sacrifice
explained in Hebrews (especially 10:12)
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Canaanites had 400 years of blessing in the Promised Land prior to Joshua’s conquest.
Ham became the patriarch of Babylon – Gen 10:10
the father of Canaan, saw his father naked and told his two brothers outside.
Lev 18:8 The nakedness of thy father's wife shalt thou not uncover: it is thy father's nakedness.
Gen 9:22 Ham,

Ishmael was blessed and fathered the Muslim nations, fighting against God still today.
It was not God’s idea to take Lot (Gen 12:1), nor save him from Sodom.
Kings led Israel into idolatry and adultery
Deut 2 describes how God blessed the descendants of Lot and Esau
The people of the bible shared the same sinful nature, even the good characters.
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The OT and NT aren’t as different as some claim
Act 1 is the Old Testament
Act 2 is the New Testament
Macro view of time and nations vs a personal view of the life of Jesus and a small number
of individuals.
This was literally a treaties with the Israelites, in the same format as a treaties between
overlord and subordinate nations. (Suzerainty treaties) (Exodus 20-24)
• Identifies the parties of the treaty
• Historical prologue declares what the Lord has done for the vassal, and what they will
continue to do. Vassal is agreeing to future obedience.
• Includes stipulations
• Includes blessings and curses
• Includes public readings
• Includes ceremonial meals
Gen 12:2 “I

will make you into a great nation,
and I will bless you;
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I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.[a]
3 I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”[b]
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31 “The

days are coming,” declares the LORD,
“when I will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel
and with the people of Judah.
32 It will not be like the covenant
I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand
to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant,
though I was a husband to[a] them,[b]”
declares the LORD.
33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel
after that time,” declares the LORD.
“I will put my law in their minds
and write it on their hearts.
I will be their God,
and they will be my people.
34 No longer will they teach their neighbor,
or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’
because they will all know me,
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from the least of them to the greatest,”
declares the LORD.
“For I will forgive their wickedness
and will remember their sins no more.”
Hebrews 8 quotes Jeremiah 31 and follows: 13 By calling this covenant “new,” he has made
the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and outdated will soon disappear.
Josh 1:8 - Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that
you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.
Jerusalem Council: Peter, Paul, Barnabas, James, other Elders
Acts 15: 19 “It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles
who are turning to God. 20abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from
the meat of strangled animals and from blood.
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