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What are some of the prominent themes of the NT according to this word cloud?
I don’t think proximity of words has any meaning in word cloud, but I like this word cloud
for two special reasons.
1. The words God, Jesus, mean make the shape of the cross in a down pointing descent.
2. The words love one another make the shape of the cross in an upward facing ascent.
1 John 4:12: 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us

and his love is made complete in us.
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1 Cor 13 is commonly referred to as the Love chapter, but let me introduce you to 1 John 4,
which I believe is the underpinning of where love comes from.
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In the West, we tend to overvalue the emotion of love and undervalue the decision to love.
1 John 4:9-10 is a restatement of Romans 5:8/John 3:16
9 This

is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the
world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but
that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

Agapao - means to love unconditionally and sacrificially as God Himself loves sinful

men (John 3:16), the way He loves the Son (John 3:35, 15:9, 17:23, 24).

1 John 3:18 - Dear children, let us not love [agapao] with words or speech but with

actions and in truth.
19 We

love because he first loved us

11 Dear

friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

Illustration of sin in children, discussion about original sin
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1 John 3:18: the thought/feeling of agape is not enough!
In John 21, the first two times Jesus asks Peter if he loves him, he uses the word agape but
Peter responds with phileo. The 3rd time, Jesus comes down to John’s level and asks if he
phileos him.
Jesus asks Peter to demonstrate his love by taking care of people!
Our goal should be to agapeo everyone so that we will have philia until Christ’s return.
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The New Testament gives lots of guidance on how we can love one another and live in
community.
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Increasing forms of love:
Justice is when we get what we deserve
Mercy is when we don’t get what we deserve
Grace is when we get something we don’t deserve
Love with Mercy and Grace illustration of a speeding ticket – Vallatton
LOVE WITH GRACE, THAT’S HOW JESUS DID IT!
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Jesus is calling his disciples his friends, referring to his own life.
17 This

is my command: Love each other.

Rev 6: - a word on suffering
9When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had
been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had
maintained. 10They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and
true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” 11Then
each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until
the full number of their fellow servants, their brothers and sisters, e were killed just
as they had been.
As of Jan 2019, 1589 POW/MIA

https://www.pow-miafamilies.org/number-of-americans-still-missing-and-unaccountedfor-by-state.html

12

Romans 12:18: As far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone
Matthew 5 and 18 both say to go to your brother - Vallatton

5:23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember
that your brother or sister has something against you,24 leave your gift there in
front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.
Matt

Matt 18:15 “If

your brother or sister[b] sins,[c] go and point out their fault, just between
the two of you.
Don’t let things fester - Eph 4:26: Don’t let the sun go down on your anger
Avoid frustration by communicating clearly
Frustration often comes when expectations are misaligned – Chris Railey, CMN
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Philippians 2
3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others
above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the
interests of the others.
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Maybe we don’t greet with a kiss, but:
Don’t ask “how are you” or “how’s it going” unless you are ready to receive a response.
Don’t say, “good”, “blessed” or anything that isn’t the truth just to cordially exchange
greetings.
Sex should not be used as leverage
$1 Dinners
Small Groups vs Bible Studies
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Philippians 2:3-4 New International Version (NIV)
3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others
above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the
interests of the others.
Romans 12:15 ESV
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.
Luke 10:25-37: Good Samaritan, in response to “Who is my neighbor?”
James 2: 15Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16If one
of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing
about their physical needs, what good is it? 17In the same way, faith by itself, if it is
not accompanied by action, is dead.
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Acts 2:46 ESV
And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes,
they received their food with glad and generous hearts,
12:20 For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I want you to be,
and you may not find me as you want me to be.
2 Cor

Rom 10:14 How,

then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can
they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear
without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they
are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good
news!”[g]
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Enough conviction, time for some action!
Everyone should have a Paul and a Timothy, a branch and a leaf
Eye candy charts
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Not sure how to be a branch?

James 1:26 Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight
rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless.
Hear the person’s heart, not their words
• Sometimes people will say things in the heat of emotion that they don’t really mean, let
it slide.
• Don’t try to analyze the logic of their words, people aren’t very logical
• Repeat back to someone what you think they are saying, active listening
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Step up your game, be a mentor.

John 13:34-35 New International Version (NIV)
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.”
“Follow my example as I follow the example of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1).
“Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into
practice” (Philippians 4:9a). In essence, he is saying, “Let me mentor you. Let me be
your role model.”
More is caught than taught.
Tips for a meaningful conversation
• Ask open ended questions (especially of young people)
• Tell me about yourself
• Tell me your testimony
• Tell me what God is doing in your life
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• Ask questions about the eternal, not the temporal

https://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-mentoring.html
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John 3:16
Romans 5:8
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